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Joey
One of the many kittens 
who have needed us to 
give them the best start 
in life.

Road to Recovery

With your support, we can 
fund life-saving treatment for 
vulnerable animals who simply 
have nowhere else to go.



This festive season, many of our rescue 
animals will be waiting to find their 
forever homes. But you can still make 
their Christmas special by:

Donating to keep them safe, warm and 
cared for: www.mgar.org.uk/donate

Filling a shoebox with goodies and 
delivering it to your nearest centre or 
charity shop

Choosing a gift from our Amazon Wishlists 
and sending it directly to our door. 
Visit: www.mgar.org.uk/amazon-wishlist

Dear Friends, 
As we approach the end of our 60th year, I want to 
take a moment to reflect on the incredible journey 
we’ve had at Margaret Green Animal Rescue. 

The 60th anniversary milestone has given us the chance to celebrate the love and 
dedication that have shaped our charity over the decades. We’ve held wonderful 
thank-you events in both Dorset and Devon, recognising the volunteers and 
supporters who are truly the beating heart of our organisation.

We’ve enjoyed some fantastic fundraising events throughout the year, including the 
60th edition of our beloved Country Dog Show, which was our biggest and most joyful 
yet! It was a celebration of community, canine charm, and the spirit of our charity. 

We have much to share with you in this winter edition - from heartwarming stories of 
rescued animals to updates on our expanding work. Together, we’ve made 2025 a 
year to remember. Wishing you all a warm and joyful winter season! 

With heartfelt thanks,

Nigel Mason

A message from our CEO

02 | mgar.org.uk mgar.org.uk  |  03   

A special thanks to: 
By Sophie Photography & Steve Cole 
for additional photography

Registered charity number: 
1167990

Please visit our website:
www.margaretgreenanimalrescue.org.uk

Stay up to date: 
Follow us on social media or subscribe to 
our e-newsletter

Anniversary

60 Years of Rescue, 
Love and New Beginnings
With our 60th anniversary year drawing to a close, 
here’s the latest update on our celebrations!

We have been celebrating 
not only our history, but also 
the incredible support from 
our community who make our 
work possible.

We’ve been inspired by the 
dedication of our fundraisers. 
From running 60 miles in 24 
hours to undertaking a 60K 
triathlon, pulling a Boeing 
737 in under 60 seconds and 
walking 60 miles in September, 
every effort tells a story of 
compassion and commitment.

Each challenge completed and 
every pound raised helps us to 
continue our mission, not just 
now, but in the future.

Another highlight is the 
heartwarming stories from 
rehomers about animals 
thriving in their forever homes. 

Hearing these is the greatest 
reward for our work, and a 
beautiful reminder of the lives 
touched over the years and 
the bonds between people 
and their animals.

60 years after 
Margaret Green 
founded the charity, 
our work is still driven 
by the same passion 
that started it all: 
a belief that every 
animal deserves love, 
care and a home.
With your continued support, 
we can make the next 60 years 
even brighter for the animals 
who need us.

Wrapped up with love

Margaret Green 
Animal Rescue 
was founded in 

1965
by Margaret and 
her father, Jerry 



 

Your Impact
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If you’re thinking 
about welcoming 
a new companion 
into your life, 
please consider 
rehoming a rescue 
animal who has so 
much love to give.

Over the last 6 
months, we’ve 
taken in over

47
puppies and

42 
kittens 

A Rising Tide of Puppies and Kittens
The last few months have seen a significant rise in the number of 
puppies and kittens coming into our care.
Many have faced neglect or 
abandonment, but with your support, 
we’ve been able to give them the care 
and attention they need to thrive.

Why is this?
1 More young animals being taken 
into rescue: This is largely due to 
breeders struggling to sell litters after 
the pandemic-driven boom and the 
subsequent drop in demand, coupled 
with rising living costs. Many animals are 
now being surrendered simply because 
they’re no longer profitable or desirable.

2 Overwhelmed owners giving up 
their animals: Another issue is the 
number of people giving up on puppies 
shortly after rehoming them. Many new 
owners underestimate the time required 
to raise a young animal. Without proper 
education or preparation, they quickly 
feel overwhelmed and surrender the 
animal, believing they’ve made a 
mistake. We are here to help and offer 
advice during these challenging times.

3 Lack of neutering: We are seeing 
an increasing number of youngsters, 
particularly kittens, arriving into our 
care as a result of unwanted litters. 
We are finding that fewer animals are 
being neutered, either due to the cost 
or lack of awareness, which is leading 
to accidental breeding and litters that 
are unable to be cared for. We strongly 
advise getting your animal neutered 
when they’re old enough. This will 
eliminate unexpected pregnancies and 
can also reduce the chances of related 
infections, like pyometra.

Coming into rescue can be a daunting 
and unsettling time for an animal, 
especially at a young age. It also puts a 
strain on our resources, with a need for 
around-the-clock care. Happily, many 
of our puppies and kittens have been 
rehomed, but with numbers coming 
into our care continuing to grow, we’re 
concerned about the impact on the 
animals and our centres.  

Wingletang Rescue 
& Rehoming Centre 
Tavistock, Devon, PL19 0LF  
wingletang@mgar.org.uk

Church Knowle Rehoming 
& Visitor Centre 
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5NQ 
churchknowle@mgar.org.uk

Lincoln Farm Rescue 
& Rehoming Centre 
Blandford, Dorset, DT11 9BP 
lincolnfarm@mgar.org.uk

Your Impact

To get in touch with a member of our team, please call: 0330 400 6670



Meet the TeamAnimal Clinic

We currently have 

201 
volunteers 
supporting 
our work
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Winter Care Advice
As the cold months set in and daylight becomes shorter, we are here to 
share some tips on how to keep your animals happy and thriving.
Hydration Matters: Heated homes can 
cause dehydration. Ensure animals always 
have access to fresh water.

Monitor Health: Cold weather can 
worsen arthritis and heart conditions. 

Speak to your vet if your animal has 
existing health issues.

Festive Hazards: Keep holly, ivy and 
poinsettia out of reach - these seasonal 
plants are toxic to animals.

Dogs
Wrap Up Warm: Short-haired breeds and older dogs 
may benefit from a winter coat when outdoors.

Paw Protection: Salt or grit on pavements can irritate 
paws. Wipe them clean after walks and check for cracks.

Stay Visible: With early sunsets, use reflective collars 
or light-up leads to keep dogs visible.

Indoor Enrichment: On stormy days, keep dogs mentally 
stimulated with puzzle toys and indoor games.

Cats
Use Litter Trays: Ensure your cat has access to at least one 
litter tray, if they don’t want to venture outside.

Provide enrichment: Your cat may be less active if they’re not 
going outside, so items like scratch posts and puzzle feeders 
can help them stay healthy.

Toxic hazards: Antifreeze is highly toxic to cats. Seek 
immediate veterinary attention if you think they’ve had contact.

Rabbits
Snuggle up: Rabbits in the wild would use each other to 
keep warm by sharing body heat. We suggest keeping 
them in neutered pairs so they can mimic this behaviour.

Keep them insulated: Hutches or sheds should be well 
insulated and situated in a dry & draught-free area. 

Cover their water: Water bottles should be prevented 
from freezing by covering with a thermal sock.

Volunteer Spotlight
It’s our pleasure to introduce you to Mark, who is one 
of our fabulous volunteers at our Wingletang centre 
in Devon. We sat down with him to find out more 
about his role!

Q. How long have you been 
volunteering and what do 
you do?

A. I have been volunteering 
with the charity for 6 years. I 
spend time with the dogs in 
our social room. Particularly 
with any shy characters, I help 
to build up their confidence 
and bring them out of their 
shells.

Q. What do you enjoy most 
about volunteering?

A. I am a big animal-lover! 
I like giving back to the 
community, helping with 
animal welfare and having a 
cup of tea with the dogs.

Q. Do you have any 
heartwarming stories that 
you can share with us?

A. One story that stands out 
to me is when I helped the 
Shih Tzus that were rescued 
from a household of 96 
dogs. Seeing how terrified 
they were and the terrible 
state that they arrived in, 
to watching them progress 
over time and find loving 
homes, was a very rewarding 
experience.

Interested in 
volunteering with us? 

Please get in touch 
comms@mgar.org.uk 
0330 400 6670.

Mark dedicates an 
incredible amount of time 
to helping the team by 
volunteering almost every 
day, and plays a big part in 
supporting our rescue dogs 
throughout their journeys.



Forever Home Stories Your Impact
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We supply

100
bales of bedding 
to our rabbits 
and guinea pigs 
per year

Biscuit Gets a Glow-up
Biscuit, a 4-year old Angora rabbit, arrived at our Church Knowle centre 
in need of help. Her fur was extremely matted, which was limiting her 
movement and the ability to clean herself. She was also infested with 
fleas and had areas of alopecia.

Our dedicated team got to work, 
beginning with shaving her fur little-
by-little over the space of two weeks, 
to keep her stress levels to a minimum, 
as she wasn’t used to being handled. 
The shaving uncovered some lumps on 
her abdomen that had been hidden by 
the matted fur. Following a month of 
rehabilitation, she was spayed and fluid 
was removed from her cystic ovaries.

After finally moving out of isolation 
and into our main rabbit area, she 
came on leaps and bounds and her 
sassy personality started making an 
appearance!

Biscuit’s story highlights the 
requirements of owning a long-hair 
breed such as an Angora. Their coats 
need regular, if not daily, brushing and 
clipping several times a year, to ensure 
they are kept in good condition.

Biscuit has been on a long journey, 
but it’s a joy to see her transformation 
since arriving, and as a result of your 
continued support.

This gorgeous girl has now found a 
loving home, where she will have a 
male rabbit for companionship.

Do you have space in your home 
and heart? If you’re looking to 

welcome a pair of rescue rabbits into 
your life, please contact our Church 
Knowle centre for details: t: 0330 400 
6670 or e: churchknowle@mgar.org.uk

Happy Tails
We couldn’t resist sharing some 
of the heartwarming updates 
we have received from our ex-
residents & their new families…

Charlotte & Dougal
Our dynamic duo arrived in our care 
in 2021, so we were over the moon 
when they finally found their forever 
home after 4 years!

“They are doing great and are really 
lovely pigs who love a cuddle!”

Shrimp 
Shrimp was with us for 8 months, so we 
were delighted when he finally found 
his forever home. Here are a few words 
from his new owner:

“He moved into our lives with 
absolutely no fuss or problems. He and 
our other cat, Dotty, have now become 
firm friends and spend lots of time 
playing together. He’s a fabulous cat”.

Merry (was Peroni)
“We were looking for a companion for 
our pony and came across Merry, so 
immediately arranged a visit and well, 
it was love at first sight. 

“Merry has settled in beautifully with 
his buddy, Bear. He loves cuddles and 
being fussed over and will stand for 
hours being preened. He is a calm 
and loving pony with the biggest 
heart and we look forward to having 
lots of fun with him.”

Don’t forget to join our 
‘MGAR Forever Homes 
Stories’ Facebook group to 
share your adventures with 
us and your fellow rehomers!



Fostering
We are also developing a 
fostering scheme with the 
support of trained volunteers, 
providing the option for our 
rescue dogs to stay in a foster 
home, whilst they await their 
permanent residence. 

We’re on the lookout 
for volunteers to join 
our team of foster 
carers, and help us to 
make this scheme the 
best it can possibly be.

Not only does this create 
a more comfortable 
environment for our dogs, 
but it can also be a great 
way to support those who 
are very young, recovering 
from veterinary treatment or 
entering their twilight years.

If you have a suitable home 
environment for an animal, 
but perhaps can’t commit to 
having your own pet, then 
this could be the perfect 
opportunity for you!

New Charity Shop: Boscombe
We are excited to announce the opening of our new charity shop 
in Boscombe! All proceeds will directly support our rescue work.

Register your interest: email: lincolnfarm@mgar.org.uk 
or call: 0330 400 6670

Here to Help
We have recently started trialling two new ways of rehoming our rescue 
dogs: Home Match and Fostering.

Whether it’s due to the end of a 
relationship, moving into rented 
accommodation or another change in 
circumstances, there are lots of reasons 
why animals arrive into our care.

Home Match
We have now launched our brand-new 
Home Match scheme, which provides 
the opportunity for a dog to remain in 
their home, without entering our care, 
until they find their new family.

We are still here to provide guidance 
and essential care whilst we find the dog 

their forever home, but it eliminates the 
need for them to come into kennels and 
helps them feel more settled during this 
transition period.

We understand how 
heartbreaking and difficult 
it can be to make the 
decision to hand over an 
animal to us.
We’re committed to helping our local 
communities and would love to invite 
you to get in touch with us if you need 
help or advice.

Whether you’re looking for a vintage coat, a unique gift, or an item of 
furniture, this shop has it all. It’s our 8th shop, the others being in Wareham, 
Weymouth, Winton, Wimborne, Swanage, Ferndown and Kinson.

Home Match Fostering

New shop
Unit 30, Sovereign  Shopping Centre, Boscombe, BH1 4SX

Meet Teddy - Home Match Hero!
Teddy is a 9-year-old Cockapoo who 
was one of our first dogs to be rehomed 
through our Home Match scheme! After 
being a much-loved family companion 
for many years, Teddy was in search 
of a new home due to a change in 
his previous owners’ circumstances. It 
wasn’t long before he was united with 
his forever family, and he’s now thriving 
in his new environment.

Amber, Onyx & Liquorice - Fostered With Care 
When Amber, Onyx & 
Liquorice arrived with their 
mum, Sable, and another 
adult cat, Raven, at only a 
day old, we knew they were 
going to need full-time care. 
Following some time at 
the centre, the group soon 
settled into a foster home to 
ensure they received the time 
and attention they needed, 

until they were ready to have 
their vaccinations and embark 
on their rehoming journeys.

10 | mgar.org.uk mgar.org.uk  |  11   



Grand Prize Draw
Fancy winning £1,000 and making a 
positive difference?

Enter our Grand Draw and you’ll not only have 
the chance of winning three cash prizes, but you’ll 
be helping to provide shelter, food and veterinary 
treatment for the rescue animals in our care. 

Simply fill in the enclosed stubs 
or enter online today!
www.peoplesfundraising.com/ 
mgar-winter-grand-draw-2025

More Ways to Get Involved

Registered charity number: 1167990

Scan me

The Perfect Gift for 
Animal Lovers
Looking for a meaningful present that’s 
a little bit different?

Sponsor our dogs, cats or farmies in your loved 
one’s name and bring hope to a rescue animal 
in need. By sponsoring as little as £5 a month, 
your gift will help provide food, accommodation 
and care this festive season and beyond.

For more information 
Visit: www.mgar.org.uk/sponsorship or 
email: comms@mgar.org.uk 


